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TCN Connexionesis a
monthly publication.

TCN stakeholders from
the 12-county Coastal
Bend area (Aransas, Bee,
Brooks, Duval, Kenedy,
Kleberg, Jim Wells, Live
Oak, McMullen, Nueces,
Refugio, & San Patricio),
work cooperatively to
promote and provide you
with information related
to coordination efforts in
your communities and
region. For information
contact:

Brigida Gonzalez
brigidagonzalez@swbell.net
The TCN website is
www.TCNCB.org

GIVE'Y OUR INPUT!
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Next TCN planning meeting to be held in Refugio on July 26, 2010*

A group of stakeholders filled the conference room of the Keach Family Library to capacity as
they participated in TCN’s first of three strategic planning sessions on June 21% in Robstown,

Texas. Leaders of the region’s transit providers
together with representatives from health and human
service organizations as well as state agencies shared
their wealth of information with Linda Cherrington of
the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI). Ms.
Cherrington is currently working together with TCN's
Intercounty Mobility Director Sara Salvide, to gather
data and formulate the planning document that will

If you are - the Chamber of
Commerce, a church or other
religious institution, community
nonprofit organization, school,
college or university, health and
human services organization,
veterans organization, and any

drive the work for the next fourteen months.

Two resounding themes were mentioned time and
time again: the limited infrastructure in rural areas
and how that impacts the availability of accessible
impediment to
Families
throughout the 12-county region are not necessarily
aware of the transportation available and the scarce

transportation;
gainful employment is

and the greatest
transportation.

other entity that provides or
needs transportation, TCN needs
information from you. Please
participate in the next two
strategic planning sessions
and/or send us any reports,
surveys, or data that identifies
the need for increased transit
services in the Coastal Bend.

transportation resources that are available cannot
always provide the service when needed. This is especially important when an individual
becomes sick and they must see a doctor right away. The system is not equipped to respond to

the immediate need for service.

(CONT. Give Your Input on PG. 2)

CBCIL expands RAMP Program

Serving additional households in Coastal Bend counties

The
People with disabilities” or RAMP Program,

“Resources for Access and Mobility for

provides home modifications and barrier
removal through grant funding from the
Texas State Affordable Housing Corporation
Foundation Fund, Texas Department of
Housing & Community Affairs: Amy Young
Barrier Removal Program, and the City of
Christi
Block Grant Program.

Corpus Community Development

CBCIL Executive Director Judy Telge said the
new funding awarded in June 2010 will be

used in conjunction with participating
volunteer groups, which already build ramps
each month, and have a waiting list of over
100 households in rural areas of the region.
The need for residential wheelchair ramps
was cited as critical
to mobility for
individuals with
disabilities in rural '

areas during the

(CONT. CBCIL on PG. 2)
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(CONT. Give Your Input from PG.1)

This is also a problem for job seekers. According to Darren
Bates of Workforce Solutions, two thirds of the jobs available
require the flexibility to work during different shifts
throughout the day and night; yet, night service to transport
potential employees is limited or nonexistent.

Through these planning sessions, TCN expects to document
the economic impact created by a lack of transportation and
the need for more transit service in rural communities of the
Coastal Bend region - two crucial areas to be documented
and expanded upon in the update of the 2006 Coastal Bend
Regional Transportation Coordination Plan.

In the next few days, TCN will be making available a survey
which will allow you to document the needs for transit
services and identify what transportation resources you are
aware of that may be available. That is, some churches or
community organizations have vans or cars that are made
available to transport their members to medical
appointments, to buy groceries, or to go to senior day care
facilities. We need to find out about these resources!

Visit our website (www.TCNCB.org) and look for this survey
which will be posted on our website sometime this week for

your review and completion. Contact Sara Salvide (361- 853-
9200; ssalvide@ccrta.org ) if you would like a copy mailed to

you. Please share this information with your networks so that
we may gather the most comprehensive data possible in order
to develop a plan that will effectively and efficiently serve all of
the residents of the Coastal Bend.

*See Calendar of Events for details

(CONT. CBCIL from PG.1)
recent TCN Planning meeting held in Robstown on June 21%.

In addition to ramps, home modifications may include
widening doorways, accessible bathrooms, or installing other
features needed by an individual with a disability in order to
fully access their home. The RAMP Program is unique in that
it is based on consumer control and requires basic
accessibility standards. Telge said a Request for Proposals
from interested contractors will be awarded this month with
individual projects slated to start August 1*.

To be eligible, an individual with a disability must live in the
home needing modification, meet income guidelines, have no
other source such as Medicaid Waiver program, meet rental
or homeowner requirements, and be on the CBCIL RAMP
waiting list. For more information or to be placed on the
waiting list, call CBCIL at 361-883-8461 or toll free: 1-877-988-
1999.

UPDATE: TCN
Infrastructure

TCN stakeholders continue to accomplish incremental
milestones as they move toward establishing TCN’s
organizational infrastructure. During their June meeting,
stakeholders nominated and approved Brigida Gonzalez to fill
the Vice Chair position, approved recommended Bylaws
presented by the group’s designated subcommittee, and
concurred on participating in separate planning sessions with
TTI as the group works to update the region’s planning
document. Other upcoming tasks being managed include:

T Complete the TTI contract which will help update the
region’s coordination plan.

 Identify and select a fiscal agent to partner with TCN on
grant applications and projects;

I Research incorporation benefits for the TCN stakeholder
group.

Calendar of Events:

July 21st:  TCN Monthly Meeting ¢ TCN stakeholders will
meet at Workforce Solutions, 202 N. St. Mary’s
St. in Beeville from 2 -3:30 p.m. For information
on agenda items and location, contact Sara

Salvide at ssalvide@ccrta.org or (361) 853-9200.

July 26™:  Strategic Planning Meeting with TTI will be
hosted in Refugio at City Hall — Club Room, 613
Commerce Street from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Lunch will be provided. RSVP deadline: Friday,
July 23", Contact Sara Salvide (361-853-9200;

ssalvide@ccrta.org).

August 16™: Strategic Planning Meeting with TTI will be
hosted in Falfurrias at the public library, 203 S.
Calito Mora Ave. from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. A lite
breakfast will be provided. RSVP deadline: August
13", Contact Sara Salvide (361-853-9200;
ssalvide@ccrta.org).

August 18™ to 19™: Accessible Transportation Coalition
Initiative (ATCI) - a one-year process designed to
support meaningful systems change at the local
level will host their program kickoff. The
community is encouraged to participate. For
information contact Linda Fallwell-Stover (361-
289-2712; Istover@ccrta.org).

August 25™: TCN Monthly Meeting ¢ TCN stakeholders will be
meeting in Corpus Christi from 2-3:30 p.m.
Location to be announced.

www.tcncb.org
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